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“Success is liking yourself, liking
what you do, and liking how you
do it.”
~Maya Angelou

CAREER CONVERSATIONS AT HOME
As a career counselor, I often ask what the most
up-to-date research is about the future of careers &
how to best engage young people in career
discussions. Recently I took part in a book study for
‘The Adaptation Advantage’ by Heather McGowan
& Chris Shipley, published in 2020.
Here are some takeaways to help lead career
conversations at home:
No matter what your identity, your chosen path, your passion, you will one day need to
learn and adapt to the ever changing world.
Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to
do what you believe is great work. And the only way to do great work is to love what you
do.
Let’s try to avoid asking questions that
do not promote change or growth, like:
“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
“What do you want to do?”
“What's your major?”
Let’s try to ask these questions instead:
“What are you passionate about?”
“How do you define yourself?”
“What brings you joy?”
"What is your superhero power?”
Encouraging curiosity, purpose, and passion will set young people on a path of lifelong
learning.
Parents can help with this exploration by reaching out to friends who work in a field similar to
one that interests the child. Schedule a conversation or interview, or even a job shadow.

CELEBRATE YOUR SCHOOL COUNSELOR
Like teachers, principals, and other school-based professionals,
school counselors are integral parts of our schools. That's why
we celebrate them, annually, during the first week of February.
This year, the focus for School Counselor Week (Feb. 1-5) is
perseverance, which means to continue working towards
achieving something despite obstacles, failure and opposition.
Because of everything we've endured, as a nation and
international community, it's no surprise that this is the theme.
We have all endured a lot over these past 11 months.
Historically, school counselors have helped students persevere
through challenges, build skills, and achieve their goals. Because
of this, we salute them and encourage others to do the same.
Consider saying hello, emailing, or sending a virtual smile this
week.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
In the most recent Career Chat (see final page for upcoming Career
Chats!), Career Counselors highlighted opportunities in Health &
Human Services and encouraged students to explore the many
pathways in these growing fields. Students learned that they could
begin with entry level credentials and later move up after gaining
experience and training, from their employer or a local community
college.

WHAT CAN STUDENTS DO NOW TO GET
STARTED IN HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES?
Explore Health & Human Services Careers with the resources below.
Start at your local community college
Watch career videos on My Next Move to see a first-hand look
careers new to you
Create a resume
Talk with someone who works in an HHS field
Attend a virtual open house or admissions event

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES RESOURCES:
EXPLORE HEALTH CAREERS
GOING PRO - HEALTHCARE
MICHIGAN CAREER OUTLOOK
POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS

HBCU Spotlight
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) were created before the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and served the educational pursuits within the African American
community. Prior to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, many universities and colleges
prohibited African Americans, by both disqualifying their admissions and limiting their
enrollment.
The nation's first and oldest HBCU was established in Pennsylvania, Cheney University
in 1837 and many more were created in the years, thereafter. Alcorn State University,
established in 1871, is the nation’s oldest, historically black, land-grant university and the
second oldest public university in Mississippi. The closest HBCUs to Southeastern
Michigan are Central State University and Wilberforce University, both in Ohio.
Although HBCUs were originally founded to educate African Americans, today 1 in 4
students (25%) enrolled at HBCUs are not of African American descent. HBCUs have
become attractive to students from various backgrounds — due to their strong
academic programs, affordability, and inclusive environments.
Many notable African Americans have attended HBCUs including, Vice President
Kamala Harris (Howard University), Oprah Winfrey (Tennessee State University), Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. (Morehouse College), the first Black U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Thurgood Marshall (Lincoln University, Howard University), and NFL Hall of
Famer and TV Host Michael Strahan (Texas Southern University).
Click here to learn more about the 100+ HBCUs across the country & here to apply
using the Common Black College Application.

STEM Spotlight: MAT² Apprenticeship Program

Four-year college isn’t for everyone, and a bachelor’s
degree doesn’t guarantee a job or the necessary
skills. The MAT2 Apprenticeship Program provides
students a three year career pathway to success as
they alternate between classroom training and on the
job, paid work experience. Innovative high-tech
manufacturers and companies are looking for talent
– find out if MAT2 is right for you.

MAT² VIRTUAL EVENTS - REGISTER NOW
February 18 - Virtual MAT² Apprenticeship Program
Info Session
March 9 - She Makes: Women in Apprenticeships
March 13 - MAT² Virtual Interview Day
Who's Hiring?

DON'T FORGET THE FAFSA!!
As our students rush to put the finishing touches on their college
applications and prepare to start their career journey, we want to
remind them that the Federal Application for Financial Student
Aid (FAFSA) is just as important. Millions of free dollars go
unclaimed each year. Here are some resources to get started.
Contact a local university financial aid office. They offer free
virtual financial aid events.
Create a FSAID - for both student and parent to get started
Use this financial aid checklist as a guide and review the
required documents
Review an online video to get started
Have an underclassmen and wondering how much free aid
your student is eligible for? - Complete the FAFSA4caster

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
As you wrap up your financial aid application and complete
those final steps, don't forget to look for scholarship
opportunities. Scholarships are free dollars offered to students.
We will soon enter the peak season for scholarships, Spring, so
keep your eye out for both local and national opportunities.
Colleges and universities offer many academic scholarships to
students based on test scores, special skills, interests, and/or
grade point average. Scholarships are also available from
community organizations, faith based groups, businesses, and
other non-profit organizations. Here are some favorite links
and websites to get started:

GoMerry.com
Fastweb.com
MI Scholarship Search
EnactYourFuture.com
Scholarships.com
Payingforcollegeresource.com
The Most Comprehensive List of HBCU Scholarships
Community Choice Foundation Scholarships

SUMMER FUN?
Summer career camp & volunteer opportunities are now
available. So, get a head start on your summer planning. Below
are links to experiences for students interested in art, engineering,
healthcare, technology, design, science, and more.
Wayne State University's Biomedical Career
Advancement Pipeline Program
Volunteer at Beaumont Health Services
Lawrence Technological University STEM Summer Camps
College for Creative Studies - PreCollege Summer Experience

VIRTUAL EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
Detroit Area Pre-College Engineering Program
Career Chats w/ Ready to Launch Career Counselors
(be on the lookout for a flyer w/ zoom link coming soon!)

Professional Trades
Careers in Technology
Careers in IT

Feb. 24th
March 17th
March 24th

MI Student Aid Virtual College Financial Aid Nights
Wayne State Virtual Career Panels
Wayne County College Access Network (WCCAN)
College and Career Fair -March 11th
(registration information will be available on the WCCAN page)

Your Voice Is Power - Make beats. Learn code.
(Students use Georgia Tech's EarSketch platform to make music,
learn code & win scholarships)
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Would you like to meet? Schedule an appointment with me at
https://calendly.com/greened-cc/15-30-min

Note: Inclusion of a program in our database does not indicate an endorsement by Wayne RESA. The database is for
informational purposes only.

